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1 The state of the nation



Is your life 
better, the 
same as or 
worse than 
5 years 
ago?
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Eligible 
voters 

Registered 
Voters

Voter 
turnout

Voter turnout 
(% of registered 

voters)
Voter turnout 
(% over-18s)

2000 28 139 437 18 477 932 8 882 734 48.1% 31.6%

2006 29 161 600 21 054 954 10 190 598 48.4% 34.9%

2011 33 668 384 23 709 002 13 664 914 57.6% 40.6%

2016 36 177 300 26 389 063 15 290 820 57.9% 42.3%

2021 40 153 738 26 212 149 11 850 000 45.2% 29.5%

Registered voters and voter turnout, 
2000-2021 

Source: IEC
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Sweeping labour, 
empowerment, energy, 

education, and pro-
property rights reforms 

Growth rates rises to 
average 5% by 2029, debt 

curve peaks and dips, 
currency strengthens

Living standards and jobs 
resume 1994-2007 trend 

lines
Confidence in ANC rises 

ANC secures moderate 
2024 majority and support 

rises into 2029
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Reforms delayed 
ANC majority below 50% in 

2024 and five years of 
unstable coalition ensue

2029 sees new political 
player dominate coalition 

Sweeping structural 
reforms introduced with 

foreign assistance 

Growth, debt, jobs, and 
living standards measure 

recover through 2030s
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MAKE 
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Reforms fail to materialise

ANC majority below 50% in 
2024 triggering 

populist/nationalist 
coalition 

Expansive EWC, asset 
prescription, 

nationalisation

Debt and deficit blow out, 
currency printing, investor 

and skills flight 

Living standards reverse 
dramatically and civil rights 

impeded 
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PLUNDER 
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Fruitless reform rhetoric Economic exclusion 
deepens

ANC capitalises on 
exclusion to hold majorities 

Opposition flounders, fails 
to exploit political 

environment 

SA significantly 
underperforms EM peers 

into 2040s
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